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with the ground, in order to show the impregnability of
the citadel, which is knowledge and experience.

But in the world of religious thought there are many
services, less important, in truth, than the one I have
spoken of, but still important and valuable to the faiths
of the world; for Theosophy brings back to men, living
in tradition, testimony to the reality of knowledge tran-
scending the knowledge of the senses and the reasoning
powers of the lower mind. It comes with its hands full
of proof, modern proof, proof of to-day, living witnesses,
of unseen worlds, of subtler worlds than the physical.
It comes, as the Founders and the early Teachers of
every religion have come, to testify again by personal
experience to the reality of the unseen worlds of which
the religions are the continual witnesses in the physical
world. Have you ever noticed in the histories of the
great religions how they grow feebler in their power over
men as faith takes the place of knowledge, and tradition
the place of the living testimony of living men ? That is
one of the values of Theosophy in the religious world,
that it teaches men to travel to worlds unseen, and to
bring back the evidence of what they have met and
studied; that it so teaches men their own nature that it
enables them to separate soul and body, and travel without
the physical body in worlds long thought unattainable,
save through the gateway of desfth. I say " Long thought
unattainable "; but the scriptures of every religion bear
witness that they are not unattainable. The Hindu tells
us that man should separate himself from his body as
you strip the sheath from the stem of the grass. The
Buddhist tells us that by deep thought and contempla-